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Little Girl Thrives After Transplant 

 

Unfortunately, when Logan was born his heart was not as it should have 

been.   He was a full-term baby who only weighed 5 lb 8 oz at birth.  After a 

check of his sugar level, he was whisked off to the ICU. 

 A frantic two hours without having her baby to hold ensued for his mom, 

Mercedes .  Dr Fahey, a Pediatric Cardiologist at Yale New Haven Hospital 

informed Mercedes  that Logan had a condition called called Tetralogy of      

Fallot, a rare, complex heart defect. 

On Easter Sunday, Sherwin and 

Maite Sanchez-Mendoza arrived at 

the Ronald McDonald House with 

their year and a half old daughter 

Alana.   Alana was in need of a liver 

transplant and both her parents 

were possible donors.  Yale New   

Haven Hospital set up a battery of 

tests to determine the best match.  

Maite was chosen 

and preparation      

began.   

 

(Continued on 
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Our Mission: 

 

The Ronald McDonald House     

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ άƘƻƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ   

ƘƻƳŜέ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ  ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ     

who are being treated at                

nearby hospitals and                 

healthcare  facilities. 
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Logan Buckingham is a bright-eyed six month 

old whose smile can melt the hardest of hearts. 

Logan would eat frantically because his defect 

caused his heart to race so quickly that it 

burned up the nutrients in record time ς every 

form of energy was needed to keep up with 

his heart.  Even though he ate an excessive 

amount of food,  he did not gain weight.   

Mercedes was told that as he grew more     

active, the less oxygen he would have and 

when he was older he would be the sick boy 

on the bench, (if he made it past the age of 

12). 
ό/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ рΧύ 

The Buckinghams live 

In Norwich, CT 

The OBriens Give Back ...... 2 

Jr Board Happenings ........... 2 

Volunteer Spotlight ............. 3 

A Letter from our Board  

President .............................. 4 

An evening with Jacques  

Pepin ................................... 6 

Lights of Love ..................... 7 

Pay It Forward ..................... 8 

Through the Eyes of a New 

Volunteer ............................ 9 

A Letter from Our  

Director ............................. 10 

A Grandmotherôs Story ..... 11 



2 

  

 Sophie, William and Sean 

hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎΦ 

 This year they decided to 

have a big group birthday party and 

have their guests bring the Ronald 

McDonald House of CT wish list 

items instead of gifts. 

 They managed to fill our 

entire conference table 2 feet high 

with their donations. 

 

                   
The  OôBriens  Give  Back   

During the past year, the junior board has been 
involved in planning holiday parties, participating 
in the various fundraisers and running a car wash 
to benefit the Ronald McDonald House.  Two of 
our board members, Chelsea Alpert and Gabbie 
Pallotto organized a skate event that raised two 
thousand dollars.  Through their own funds, the 
junior board bought and installed furniture for 
the play house and have designed a garden for 
the yard around it. They are an extremely        
enthusiastic group of volunteers, willing to do 
anything for the House and the families that we 
serve.  
 
I am sad to say, that we will be losing four junior 
board members as they are graduating this 
year.  We are grateful to them for all their hard 
work and commitment to the Ronald McDonald 
House and wish them the best of luck! 

Seniors leaving us this year  (from left to right) :  

Amy Wardle, Katherine Shidler, Molly Gleeton, Kathryn 

Marsh-Soloway. 

Car Wash 

Any teenagers interested in volunteering, please call 

(203) 777-5683 for information or an appointment. 


